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For * The Friend.” 


America Discovered in the Tenth Century. 
(Concluded from page 138.) 


Voyages of Bidrn Asbrandson and Gudleif| committed to their disadvantage. He gave 


Gudlaugson. It must have been in this same 
country that Bidrn Asbrandson, surnamed 
Breidvikingakappi, spent the latter part of his 
life. He had been adopted into the celebrated 
band of Jomsburg warriors under Puainatoke, 
and took part with them in the battle of Fyris- 
val in Sweden. His illicit amatory connection 
with Thurida of Frodo in Iceland, a sister of 
the powerful Snorre Gode, drew upon him the 
enmity and persecution of the latter, in con- 
sequence of which he found himself obliged 
to quit the country for ever, and in the year 
999, he set sail from Hraunhofn in Sniofels- 
nes, with a northeast wind. Gudleif Gudlaug- 
son, brother of Thorfinn, the ancestor of the 
celebrated historian Snorre Sturluson, had 
made a trading voyage to Dublin; but when 
he left that place again, with the intention of 
sailing round Ireland and returning to Ice- 
land, he met with long continuing northwest- 
erly winds, which drove him far to the south- 
west in the ocean, and at an advanced period 
of the summer, he and his company arrived 
at last at an extensive country, but they knew 
not what country it was. On their landing, 
a crowd of the natives, several hundreds in 
number, came against them, and laid hands 
on them, and bound them. They did not 
know any body in the crowd, but it seemed 
to them that their language resembled Irish. 
The natives now took council whether they 
should kill the strangers, or make slaves of 
them. While they were deliberating, a large 
company approached, displaying a banner, 
close to which rode a man of distinguished 
appearance, who was far advanced in years, 
and had gray hair. The matter under deli- 
beration was referred to his decision. He 
was the aforesaid Biorn Asbrandson. He 
caused Gudleif to be brought before him, and 
addressing him in the Norse language, he 
asked him whence he came. On his replying 
that he was an Icelander, Bidrn made many 
enquiries about his acquaintance in Iceland, 


Frodo, and about her son Kiartan, supposed 
to be his own son, and who at that time was 
the proprietor of the estate of Frodo. In the 


and demanding a decision, Bidrn selected 
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mean time, the natives becoming impatient 


twelve of his company as counsellors, and 
took them aside with him, and some time 
afterward he went towards Gudleif and his 
companions, and told them that the natives 
had left the matter to his decision. He there- 
upon gave them their liberty, and advised 
them, although the summer was already far 
advanced, to depart immediately, because the 
natives were not to be depended on, and were 
difficult to deal with, and moreover conceived 
that an infringement on their laws had been 


them a gold ring for Thurida, and a sword 
for Kiartan, and told them to charge his 
friends and relations not to come over to him, 
as he was now become old, and might daily 
expect that old age would get the better of 
him ; that the country was large, having but 
a few harbours, and that strangers must 
every where expecta hostile reception. They 
accordingly set sail again, and found their 
way back to Dublin, where they spent the 
Winter ; but next summer they repaired to 
Iceland and delivered the presents ; and every 
body was convinced that it was really Biorn 
Asbrandson whom they had met with in that 
country. 

Bishop Eric’s Voyage to Vineland. It 
may be considered as certain, that the inter- 
course between Vineland and Greenland, was 
maintained for a considerable period after 
this, although the scanty notices about Green- 















name of Halldor, to another clergyman named 
Arnold, formerly established in Greenland, 
but who had then become chaplain to the 
Norwegian king, Magnus Lagabeter. At 
that time all men of any consequence in 
Greenland, possessed large vessels built for 
the purpose of being despatched northwards, 
in the prosecution of hunting and fishing ex- 
peditions. ‘The northern regions which they 
visited, were called Nordrsetur; the chief 
stations were Greipar and Kroksfiardarheidi. 
The first of these stations is supposed to have 
been situated immediately to the southward of 
Disco; but that the ancient northmen went 
much farther north on this coast, may be in- 
ferred from a very remarkable Runic stone, 
found in the year 1821, on the island of 
Serre lying in the latitude of 72° 
55’ N. The latter mentioned station was to 
the north of the former. The object of the 
voyage is stated to have been, to explore re- 
| gions lying more to the northward than those 
they had hitherto been accustomed to visit, 
| consequently lying farther north than Kroks- 
fiardarheidi, where they had their summer 
quarters (setur), and which they were, there- 
fore, regularly accustomed to visit. Relating 
to this voyage of discovery, the following 
particulars are mentioned. They sailed out of 
Kroksfiardarheidi, and after that encountered 
southerly winds, accompanied by thick wea- 
ther, which obliged them to let the ship go 
before the wind. On the weather clearing 
up, they saw many islands and all kinds of 
prey, both seals and whales, and a great 
many bears. They penetrated into the in- 
nermost part of the gulf, and had icebergs 


land, contained in the ancient MSS. do not) (glaciers) lying also to the southward as far 


furnish us with any satisfactory information 
on this head. It is, however, recorded that 
the Greenland Bishop Eric, impelled proba- 
bly by a Christian zeal either of converting 
the colonists or of animating them to perse- 
verance in the faith, went over to Vineland 
in the year 1121. As we have no informa- 
tion of the result of his voyage, but can 
merely gather from the above expression that 
he reached his destination, we must presume 
that he fixed his permanent residence in 
Vineland. His voyage, however, goes to 
corroborate the supposition of a lengthened 
intercourse having been kept up between the 
countries. 

Discoveries in the Arctic Regions of Ameri- 
ca. ‘The next event in chronological order, 
of which accounts have been preserved in an- 
cient records, is a voyage of discovery in the 
arctic regions of America, performed during 
the year 1266, under the auspices of some 
clergymen of the bishopric of Gardar in 
Greenland. The account of it is taken from 


particularly about his beloved Thurida of!a letter, addressed by a clergyman of the 


as the eye could reach. They observed some 
vestiges, indicating that the Skrellings had in 
former times inhabited these regions, but 
they could not land on account of the bears. 
They then put about, and sailed back during 
three days, and now again they found traces 
of the Skrellings having been on some islands 
lying to the southward of a mountain, by them 
called Sniofell. After this, on St. James’s 
day, they proceeded southward a great day’s 
rowing. It froze during the night in those 
regions, but the sun was above the horizon, 
both night and day, and when on the meri- 
dian, in the south, it was not higher than 
that when a man lay down across a six-oared 
boat, stretched out towards the gunwale, the 
shadow formed by the side of the boat nearest 
the sun reached his face: but at midnight the 
sun was as high as when it was (highest) in 
the northwest in the Greenland colony. Af- 
terwards, they sailed back again to their home 
at Gardar. Kroksfiardarheidi, as we have 
observed above, had been for some time pre- 
vious, regularly visited by the Greenlanders. 
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The name shows that the firth was surround- 
ed by barren highlands (heidi), and the descrip- 
tion of the voyage shows that it was a firth 
of considerable extent, in and through which 
there was room for several days’ sail. It is 
stated, for instance, that they sailed out of 
this firth or sound, into another sea, and into 
the innermost part of a gulf, and that their 
returning voyage occupied several days. As 
to the two observations mentioned as having 
been taken on St. James’s day, the first of 
them leads to no certain result, as we have 
no sure means of ascertaining the depth of 
the boat, or rather the relative depth of the 
man’s position as he lay across the boat, in 
reference to the height of the side of the same, 
so as to enable us to deduce the angle formed 
by the upper edge of the boat’s side and the 
man’s face, which is the angle measuring the 
sun’s altitude at noon on St. James’s day, or 
25th July. If we assume, as we may do with 
probability, that it was somewhat less than 
33°, and yet very near that measure, the 
place must have been situate near N. L. 75°. 
There seems no probability that it was a 
larger angle, and consequently that the place 
lay more to the southward. The result ob- 
tained from the other observation is, however, 
more satisfactory. In the thirteenth century, 
on the 25th July, the sun’s declination was 
+ 17° 54’. Inclination of the ecliptic, 23° 
32’. If we now assume that the colony, and 
particularly the episcopal seat of Gardar, was 
situate on the north side of Igaliko Firth, 
where the ruins of a large church, and of 
many other buildings, indicate the site of a 
principal settlement of the ancient colony, 
consequently, in 60° 55’ N. L., then at the 
summer solstice the height of the sun there, 
when in the nerthwest, was —3° 40’, equi- 
valent to the midnight altitude of the sun on 
St. James’s day, in the parallel of 75° 46’, 
which falls a little to the north of Barrow’s 
Strait, being in the latitude of Wellington’s 
Channel, or close to the northward of the 
same. The voyage of discovery undertaken 
by the Greenland clergyman was, therefore, 
carried to regions, which in our days have 
been more accurately explored, and their 
geographical position determined by Sir Wil- 
liam Parry, Sir John Ross, and Capt. James 
Clark Ross, and other British navigators, in 
the no less daring and dangerous expeditions 
conducted by them. 


The discovery next recorded, was made by 
the Iceland clergymen Adalbrand, and Thor- 
wald Helgason, well known in the history of 








THE FRIEND. 


A Voyage to Markland in the year 1347. 
The last piece of information respecting Ame- 
rica, which our MSS. have preserved, refers 
toa voyage in the year 1347, from Green- 
land to Markland, performed in a vessel hav- 
ing a crew of seventeen men, being probably 
undertaken for the purpose of bringing home 
building timber, and other supplies from that 
country. On the voyage home from Mark- 
land, the ship was driven out of her course 
by storm, and arrived, with loss of anchors, 
at Straumfiord in the west of Iceland. From 
the accounts, scanty as they are, of this voy- 
age, written by a cotemporary, nine years 
after the event, it would appear, that the in- 
tercourse, between Greenland and America 
proper, had been kept up to so late a date as 
that year above mentioned ; for it is expressly 
said, that the ship went to Markland, which 
is thus named as a country that in those days 
was still known and visited. 

After having perused the authentic docu- 
ments themselves, which are now accessible 
to all, every one will acknowledge the truth 
of the historical fact, that during the tenth 
and eleventh centuries, the ancient Northmen 
discovered and visited a great extent of the 
eastern coast of North America, and will be- 
sides be led to the conviction, that during the 
centuries immediately following, the inter- 
course was never entirely discontinued. The 
main fact is certain and indisputable. On the 
other hand, there are in these, as in all other 
ancient writings, certain portions of the nar- 
rative which are obscure, and which subse- 
quent disquisitions and new interpretations 
may serve to clear up. On this account it 
seems of importance that the original sources 
of information should be published in the an- 
cient language, so that every one may have 
it in his power to consult them, and to form 
his own judgment as to the accuracy of the 
interpretation given. 

With regard to such traces of the residence 
and settlement of the ancient Northmen, as, it 
is presumed, are still to be met with in Massa- 


chusetts and Rhode Island, the countries 


which formed the destination of their earliest 
American expeditions, we will content our- 
selves for the present with referring to the 

















For “ The Friend.” 
MANUSCRIPT OF MARY PENINGTON. 
(Continued from page 143.) 

“In this state, I heard of a new people 
called Quakers, but I resolved I would not 
enquire after them, nor what they held, and 
for a year or more after 1 heard of them in 
the north, I heard nothing of their way, save 
that they used thee and thou; and I sawa 
book of plain language, wrote by George Fox, 
as I remember, which I counted very ridicu- 
lous, and so minded them not; but scoffed at 
them in my mind. Some that I knew for- 
merly in those things where I was, mentioned 
to me, that they had heard the Quakers, but 
they were in the vain apparel and customs ; 
for which I upbraided them, and thought 
them very deceitful, and slighted the hearing 
of them; and resolved I would not go to hear 
them preach. I despised them in my mind, 
yet often had a desire, if I could go to their 
meeting unknown, to go and be there when 
they prayed; for I was weary of doctrines, 
but I did believe, if I was with them when 
they prayed, I could feel whether they were 
of the Lord or not; but I put this by, think- 
ing I could not go unknown, and if known, I 
thought I should be reported to go amongst 
the Quakers; whom I had no desire to en- 
quire after, or to understand their principles. 
But one day, as my husband and I were walk- 
ing in a park, a man, that had been a little 
time at the Quakers’ meetings, spied us (as 
he rode by) in our gay, vain apparel, and he 
cried out to us of our pride, and such like; 
at which I scoffed, and said, ‘ He was a public 
preacher indeed, that preached in the high- 
ways.’ He came back again, having, as he 
said, a love for my husband, seeing grace in 
his looks. So he drew to the pales, and spake 
of the light and grace which had appeared to 
all men. My husband and he engaged in dis- 
course, and afterwards he was invited in by 
the man of the house. He was but young, 
and perceived that my husband was too hard 
for him in the fleshly wisdom; and said he 
would bring a man with him next day after, 
which should answer all his questions, or ob- 
jections; which (as I afterwards understood) 


| was George Fox. He came again the next 


hints, which are contained in the work itself. day, and left word, that the friend he intended 


This matter will continue to form a subject 
for the accurate investigation of the Commit- 





could not come, but some others would be with 
us about the second hour; at which time did 


'tee of the Royal Society of Northern Anti-|come up to the house, Thomas Curtis and 
Newfoundland re-discovered from Iceland. | 


quaries on the Ante-Columbian History of| William Simpson. My mind was somewhat 
America ; and the result of this investigation, | affected with the man who had discoursed the 
together with such additional elucidations of| night before, and though I judged bim weak 


the ancient MSS. as we may have it in our 
Iceland, as having been involved in the dis-| power to furnish, shall be communicated in 


putes at that time prevailing, between the | the Annals and Memoirs of the Society. 


Norwegian king Eric Priesthater, and the 
clergy, and which in Iceland, were chiefly 
headed by the governor, Rafn Oddson, and 
Arne Thorlakson, bishop of Skalholt. Ac- 
counts drawn up by cotemporaries contain 
merely the brief notice, that in the year 1285, 
the above mentioned clergymen discovered a 
new land to the westward of Iceland, (fundu 
nyja land). This land, to which by command 
of King Eric Priesthater, a voyage was some 
years afterwards projected by Landa-Rolf, is 
supposed to have been Newfoundland. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 


Visiting Managers for the Month.— 
Joel Woolman, near Frankford; Lindzey 
Nicholson, No. 24, South ‘Twelfth street ; 


George R. Smith, a 487, Arch street. 
Superintendents.—. 
Redmond. 


Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 


No. 201, Arch street. 


ohn C. and Letitia 


in managing what he pretended to, yet many 
Scriptures he mentioned stuck with me and 
were weighty, and what I was out of the 
practice of; also many things disowned in 
the Scriptures which | was in the vanity of 
practising ; and these things made me very 
serious, and soberly inclined to hear what 
they had to say; and their solid and weighty 
carriage struck a dread over me, for they 
came in the authority and power of the Lord 
to visit us, and the Lord was with them ; and 
we were all in the room sensible at that time 
of the Lord’s power manifested in them. 
Thomas Curtis repeated the Scripture that 


Resident Physician.—Dr. Robert R. Porter. | struck me out of all enquiries or objections, 
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‘He that will know my doctrine, must do my 
commands.’ Immediately it arose in me, if 
I would know whether that was truth, which 
they had spoken, I must do what I knew to 
be the Lord’s will, and what was contrary 
thereto in me was set before me, as ‘to be re- 
moved ; and [I must] join in the obedience of 
what was required, before I was in a capacity 
to receive or discover what they laid down 
for their principles. This wrought mightily 
with me, and my inclination to vain things 
seemed more strong than ever; and things I 
thought | had slighted much, seemed to have 
a stronger power over me, than ever | 
imagined. ‘Terrible was the Lord over the 
evil inclination in me. ‘This made me con- 
tinually, night and day, to cry out; and when 
it did but ease a little, I then mourned for 
fear I should be reconciled to the things, 
which I felt, under judgment, such a detes- 
tation of. I then cried out that 1 might not 
be left in a state, secure or quiet, till the 
evil was wrought out. Many times I have | 
said in myself, ‘Ye will not come to me 
that ye may have life. ‘It is trae | am 
undone if I come not to thee, O Lord!| 
but I will not come, for I must leave that 
which cleaveth close to me; I cannot part 
with it.” Not that I was necessitated, but | 
that I chose and consented to it. My state, 
according to this saying of Christ, was con- 
tinually before me. I justified the truth of 
that saying, and the justice of the Lord in 
casting me off, and not giving me life; for 
that I saw, and would not come from my be- 
loved lusts, to him for life. Upon every pain 
I felt in this state (which was more than I 
could well bear) I still had this sense in me, 
that the wrath of God is more; and then I 
should cry out in great bitterness. 

“ A little time after I had heard Friends, 
it was said in me (one night upon my bed) 
‘Be not hasty to join these people called 
Quakers.’ 

“T never had peace or quiet from a sore 
exercise in my mind, for many months, until 
I was, by the stroke of the Lord’s judgments, 
brought off all these things, which | found 
the light to manifest deceit in, bondage, vanity, 
and the spirit of the world. And giving up to 
be a fool, a scorn, and to take up the cross to 
my honour and reputation in the world, cost 
me many tears, and nights’ watching, and 
doleful days; not all that time ever disputing 
(nay, not so much as in my mind) against the 
doctrine ; but [ was exercised against taking 
up the cross, to the Jenguage and fashions, 
customs and titles, honour and esteem, in the 
world, and the place or rank, | stood out- 
wardly in, and my relations, made it very 
hard; but as I gave up, out of reasoning, or 
consulting, how to provide for the flesh, I 
received strength; and so went to the meet- 
ings of these people [ never intended to have 
meddled with; and found them truly of the 
Lord, and my heart owned them, and honoured 
them. I longed to be one of their number, 
and minded not the trouble, but judged it 
worth the cost and pains, if | came to witness 
such a change as I saw in them, and such 
power over their corruptions. They who 
were of the world, and fellowship with it, 
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came to turn from it. In taking up the cross,/ that, when she was at her son Penn’s, in 
[ received strength against many things that | Sussex, that she dreamed that she, and some 
[ once thought it not possible to deny; but| who were with her, saw the same glorious 
many tears did I shed, and great bitterness! personages that she had seen on the former 
of soul did I know before this, and have some-| occasion, but clothed with greater majesty 
times cried out, ‘I shall one day fall by the|and power; and that she considered this 
overpowering of the enemy.’ But, oh! the| vision to be a signification of the advancing 
joy that filled my soul, at the first meeting, | glory and dominion of the church of Christ, 
in our then habitation of Chalfont; I have a| of which she was now convinced that the 
fresh remembrance of it, in the sense, that} Quakers, though mean and contemptible in 
the Lord had given me to live, to worship | appearance, were living members. 
him in that which was undoubtedly his own;| ‘The precise time when she and her hus- 
and that I need put no stop to my spirit in it, band joined Friends does not appear to be 
but swim in the life, and give up my whole| known. It was, probably, about the year 
strength to that which melted and overcame | 1657 or 1658. 
me in that day. Oh! for long had I desired} The second part of the narative now com- 
to worship in the full assurance of accepta-| mences. 
tion, and lift up my hands without doubting;| “ After we had received the testimony of 
which thing | witnessed that day ; and to the | God’s faithful servants to the light and grace 
Lord, in spirit, in that assembly, I acknow- | in the heart, we became obedient to the hea- 
ledged the greatness and wonderfulness of that| venly voice, and received his truth in love; 
rich mercy, to be able to say, this is it I have|and took up the cross to the customs, lan- 
longed for and waited, though I feared I never | guage, friendships, titles, and honours of the 
should have seen; which the Lord owned, and | world; and endured despisings, reproaches, 
accepted, and blessed, in assembling together. | cruel mockings, and scornings, from relations, 
Many trials have I been exercised with since, | acquaintances, neighbours, and servants, those 
but all which came by the Lord’s ordering, | of our own rank, and those below us, and be- 
strengthened my life in him, and hurt me/came a by-word, and a wagging of the head, 
not. But my mind running out into prejudice | and accounting of us to be bewitched, mad ; 
against some Friends, did sorely hurt me;jand fools, and such like; being stoned and 
but after a time of deep and unknown sorrow, | abused in towns where we went, and at meet- 
the Lord removed it, and gave me aclearness| ings in several places; and suffering impri- 
in his sight; and love, and joy, and accept-|sonment. This not being enough to try us, 
ance with his beloved ones. The Lord hath,| we were also tried with the loss of our estate; 
many a time, refreshed my soul in his pre-| injury from relations in withholding our due, 
sence, and gave me an assurance, that I knew | suing us unrighteously for our own; tenants 
that estate, in which he will never leave, nor | wronging us from what the law gave ; putting 
suffer me to be drawn from him. Though/us into the chancery, because we could not 
infirmities beset me, yet my heart cleaveth | swear; relations taking that course to defeat 
to the Lord, in the everlasting bond, that can| me of my land, we were put out of our dwell- 
never be broken; and in his strength do I see | ing house in an injurious, unrighteous man- 
those infirmities, and bemoan myself, and feel | ner.” 
that truth in him which gives victory, and| This, according to Joseph Gurney Bevan, 
keeps low in the sense of that weakness, and | was during the year 1668. He states that, 
quickens in me a lively hope of seeing Satan |‘ Hitherto on his several releasemenis from 
trod under foot, by the grace that is sufficient. | prison, Isaac Penington had returned to his 
I feel, and know, where my strength lieth ;| house, called the Grange, at Chalfont, St. 
and when | have slipped in word, or thought, | Peter’s ;” but on his releasement this year, 
| know my Advocate, and have recourse to|“ he had scarcely a house to which to resort. 
him; and feel pardon, and a healing, and a\ His wife relates that they had been injured 
going on to overcome. Also a watching | by their relations, who, knowing their con- 
against that which so easily besets me; and | scientious scruple to swear, had involved them 
I do believe the enemy could not prevail, but | in a suit in chancery, where their answer with- 
that he is suffered to prove me, that I might|out an oath was invalid,” and at last they 
have my dependence on the Lord, and be |‘ were able to carry their machinations to so 
kept on the watch continually, and know the/ great a length, that, during the time that Isaac 
Lord only can make war with this dragon :| Penington lay in the last mentioned cruel im- 
and so by his covering my weakness, I might | prisonment, his wife and family were turned 
be tender of those who are tempted, and/| out of his house, by the persons who had got- 
watch and pray lest I also be tempted. ten possession of his estate. By these means 
Sweet is this state, though low; for in it|the family was broken up. The wife placed 
I receive my daily bread, and have that I | herself at Aylesbury, to be near her husband; 
have, continually given forth from the Lord ;| and the youthful Gulielma Springett went for 
and live not but as he breatheth the breath of | a while on a visit to Bristol.” 
life upon me, every moment.” Mary Penington continues her account. 
This closes the first part of Mary Pening-|‘* Thus we were stripped of my husband’s 
ton’s personal narrative. The postscript,|estate and a great part of mine. After this, 
mentioned at the commencement of this ar-| we were tossed up and down, from place to 
ticle, follows, and then an account of the| place, to our great weariness and charge; we 
dream to which reference is made at the con-|had no place to abide in, in this country, 
clusion of the one already related. She says} [county] near to the meetings which gathered 
it was between twenty and thirty years after|at our house at Chalfont ; but we were pressed 
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in our spirits to stay amongst them, if any 
place could be found, with any conveniency, 
though but ordinarily decent. We sought in 
many places within the compass of four or 
five miles from this meeting, but could find 
none. But we had such a sense of its being 
our place, that we had not freedom to settle 
any where else; so boarded at Waltham 
Abbey [a town in Essex] for a summer, for 
our children’s accommodation, and of the 
school there; and thought to leave our frionde| 
to provide or enquire for us ; and at our return 
to have been with some friends in the winter; 
and so have seen for some place in the sum- 
mer. We, in all the time of seeking a place, 
did never enter into the thoughts of buying 
any thing, to settle ourselves in; nay, we 
rather endeavoured to have no concern in 
our habitation, but room for our family, and | 
noland. We frequently desired a disentangled | 
state. I seeing no provision like to be for us| 
in the country, near those people, told my 
husband I should not be willing to gofrom them | 


back and not sell my farms at West-Beer. I 
laid these things together and said, ‘1 think 
this must be our way; if we can sell West- 
Beer to buy this, that R. T. hath offered, and 
with the overplus of the money, put the house 
in a condition to receive us; for we saw no 
way of dwelling in the country, unless we 
took this way.’ 
(To be continued.) 


A HINT FROM A STRANGER. 


The enclosed was found among some old 
papers, and is supposed to have been ad- 
dressed to Samuel Fothergill. If the editor 
thinks it worthy an insertion in “ The Friend,” 
he is at liberty to make use of it. 

A Susscriser. 


| 





2 mo. 1838. 
Morch 27th, 1764. 
Dear Sir,—As you have great influence in 
establishing things decent and orderly in your 





Newspaper Postage. 


For each newspaper, not carried out of the 
state in which it is published, or if carried 
out of the state, not carried over 100 miles, 
one cent. Over 100 miles and out of the 
state in which it is published, 14 cent. 


Magazines and Pamphlets. 


If published periodically, distance not ex- 
ceeding 100 miles, 14 cent per sheet. If 
published periodically, distance over 100 
miles, 24 cents per sheet. If not published 
periodically, distance not exceeding 100 miles, 
4 cents per sheet. If not published periodi- 
cally, distance over 100 miles, 6 cents per 
sheet. 

“Every printed pamphlet or magazine 
which contains more than twenty-four pages, 
on a royal sheet, or any sheet of less dimen- 
sions, shall be charged by the sheet; and 
smal! pamphlets, printed on a half or quarter 
sheet, of royal or less size, shall be charged 


into any other place, except our own estate| Society, | take the liberty of troubling you | with half the amount of postage charged on 


in Kent ; which he liked not to do, excepting | 
against the air and dirtiness of the place ; 
this put me upon a great strait. I could not 
bear to leave this people, (whom we had been 


with this address. 
I have often attended silent meetings, and 


| came away greatly edified, both from what I 


have felt myself, and from the great satisfac- 


a full sheet.” 


Great Western Steam Ship. We have 


instrumental to, in gathering to the truth,}tion I took in sitting with so many Christian been favoured with the following description 
and had known our sufferings in our estate,| philosophers, (for so 1 must esteem those | the British steam ship, which may be ex- 


and compassionated us, and we had suffered | 
together) unless we went to our estate ™ 
Kent. We also had many reasons in regard 
to our estate, not to go amongst RRgATE Ss 
the people and neighbourhood (of the world) 
had a sense of our former condition of fal- | 
ness, and so were compassionate of us, for our | 
being in their sight so stripped; and expected 
no great things of us, to answer our rank in 
the world; but rather wondered we were not 
sunk, but were able to live decently, and pay 
every one their own. 
things, which our condition oceasioned, was 
honourable before them; which strangers 
would have despised, which would have been 
uneasy to us. Whereas the other temper 


helped us the easier to bear meanness, and a 


Submitting to mean) 


whe can sit two hours to improve only from 
the operation of Divine grace within); and 
indeed the point I am concerned about is the 
great want of silence too frequent after large 
meetings. After a few words uttered by 
an excellent woman yesterday afternoon at 
Devonshire house, | was astonished, I was 


the meeting broke up; I endeavoured to ac- | 
count for it by many town Friends meeting 
their country Friends after a year’s absence, 
but this could not convince me that the 
clamour was consistent with the decorum ex- 
pected from so still and quiet a people. If it 
is said that the house is only an house, and 


meeting ‘house as in the streets, or by the 


shocked, to hear the universal babbling after |P08¢ ; her dimensions are— 


|that after meeting it is as decent to talk in a | 
amongst our acquaintance and countrymen, | 


pected in our waters in April next, and would 
premise it, by observing that the “ Great 
Western Steam Ship Company,” was formed 
at Bristol, in 1836, for the purpose of facili- 
tating the intercourse between Great Britain 
and America, and that the vessel in question 
is the first built by the company for that pur- 


feet. inches. 


Length of keel, 205 0 
Do. between the perpendi- 
culars, 216 0 
Do. extreme from figure 
to taffrail, 234 0 
Breadth of beam, 35 4 
Depth of hold, 23 3 


The scantling of her floor timbers (of oak) 


way; to this I have no answer that can be |is 16 inches squared, laid solid for more than 


great deal of straitness, more than we had | satisfactory to such as esteem it only a proper | 100 feet, and bolted fore and aft with 14 inch 


ever known, being born to, and having lived 
in great plenty. ‘Thus we were exercised, and 
one day, when we were near going to Walt- 
ham Abbey, R. T. coming to see us, and be- 


| degree of liberty, and if custom has made it | copper bolts, 22 feet long, overlapping each 


inoffensive, I shall another time only avoid|other four feet; she is fastened diagonally, 
the hearing of it; and shall at all times pray | with wood jand iron, on Sepping’s plan, and 
for the prosperity of Mr. Fothergill and his|the whole of her upper works, from the light 


wailing that we were going out of the coun-| Friends. 
try, and had no place near them to return to, | amas 
said, ‘ Why will you not buy some little place RATES OF POSTAGE. 

near us?’ [ refused this with great regret, Ona Sinele Le . 
saying, our condition would not admit of such | 0" ¢ *'s'e Letter composed of One Piece of 
a thing, for we had not an hundred pounds, | Paper. 

besides our rents, and that we must sell some | For a distance not exceeding 30 miles 6 cts. 
of mine, so to do. “He told me that he had| Over 30, and not exceeding 80 “ 10 “ 





an uncle would sell a place [called Woodside] | Over 80, and not exceeding 150 “ 12} 
of about thirty pounds a year, which stood | Over 150, and not exceeding 400 “ 18 }« 
near the meeting, and was a healthy place,| Over 400 miles 25 « 





and the house might be made habitable. My| A letter composed of two pieces of paper, 
husband was not there at that time; soon|is charged with double these rates; of three 
after H. B. came in, and I told him what R..| pieces, with triple ; and of four pieces, with 
T. had proposed, who seemed to encourage | quadruple. “One or more pieces of paper, 
the thing; said he had heard there were| mailed as a letter, and weighing one ounce, 


water mark, are set up with nut and screw 
bolts. 

The saloon is 65 feet long, and 9 feet high ; 
every attention has been given to render the 
|accommodation for passengers complete, and 
there will be about 150 beds. 

She can carry 600 tons of coal, with room 
for 2 or 300 tons of measurement goods ; that 
| quantity of coal will be about 25 days’ con- 
| sumption. 

The engines (which are on board) are of 400 
horse power, (2 of 200 each.) The cylinders 
are 734 inches diameter, with a 7 feet stroke. 

There are four separate boilers, which can 
be used together or alone, at pleasure, and a 
clear passage of 18 inches around each boiler. 





some rooms in the house which might serve. 
That night Thomas Ellwood came out of 
Kent, and told me, he had much ado to come 


shall be charged with quadruple postage;| She has four masts, and on her voyage from 


and at the same rate, should the weight be | Bristol to London, in August last, sailed and 
greater.” 





worked very well.—N. Y. Cour. and Eng. 
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For “ The Friend.” 
THE LATE SARAH GREEN. 

It is one of the last duties which we owe 
to our departed friends, who, by their watch- 
fulness, and patient endurance of the cross of 
Christ, evinced that they were seeking a bet- 
ter country, that is an heavenly; to preserve 
such records of their lives and conversation, 
and the testimony they bore to the tender 
dealings of the Lord towards them, as may 
serve to stimulate and encourage others to 
“ press for the mark for the prize of the same 
high calling” to which they attained. If in 
cherishing their remembrance, we keep con- 
stantly in mind their self-denial, the faith and 
patience with which they met, and were ena- 
bled to overcome the trials and temptations 
which awaited them ; and prove the sincerity 
of our love for their memory by endeavouring 
to walk by the same rule, and to mind the 


same thing ; then, indeed, may we truly say,| 


that the memory of the just is blessed, and 
though dead, they do yet speak. 

It is not necessary to occupy any very con- 
spicuous station in religious society, in order 
to render our example important to the circle 


THE FRIEND. 


over every pleasant picture, and aroused her 
to a more just sense of the inestimable value 
of time, the danger of delay, and the awful 
responsibility resting upon her as a candidate 
for eternal life. 
she was in the twenty-fifth year of her age. 


This event occurred when 


She was now prepared to make a more full 


surrender of her will to the Divine will ; and 
in humble reliance upon Him who was calling 
her to glory and virtue, and with the strength 
which he mercifully vouchsafed, she strove 
to follow him in the way of his leadings. 
And as in simple obedience, she yielded to 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and complied 
with his requisitions as manifested in the 
secret of her heart; she was led along step 
by step, and broken off from one thing after 
another, until old things were done away, and 
all things became new. 


In the progress of this great work, she 


found that it was necessary for her to give up 
the pleasures, the honours, and the vain cus- 
toms of this world, which lies in wickedness, 
and to come into much plainness and circum- 
spection, passing the time of her sojourning 
here in fear. 


She appears to have passed 


in which we move and are known; if we do| through many sore conflicts of mind, before 
but strive to live day by day, in accordance | she was made willing to lay aside her fash- 
with the Divine will concerning us, the influ-|ionable attire,,and clothe herself with that 
ence of our conduct must necessarily be felt,| simplicity which she saw was becoming the 
and others seeing our good works, will glorify | character of a follower of Christ. This re- 
our Father who is in heaven. luctance was attributable, not so much to any 

In the death of our dear friend, Sarah | great delight which she took in adorning her 
Green, which was noticed in the sixth num-| person, or an attachment to gay clothing, as 
ber of the present volume of “ The Friend,” | to an unwillingness to make an open renun- | 
all those who enjoyed her acquaintance have | ciation of the world, and confess Christ be- 
sustained the loss of one, who, though long} fore men, lest she might not be able to ive 
afflicted with indisposition, was a worthy ex-|up to such a profession. But when, finding 
ample, for the meekness and resignation with | that nothing less would do, she yielded herself 
which she bore up under sufferings ; labouring |a willing sacrifice, her reward was great ; 
to perform with cheerfulness and alacrity her | and it may be truly said, that through mercy, 





| 


various social and relative duties, and so to 
walk before this vain and gainsaying genera- 
tion, as to adorn the doctrines of the gospel 
which she professed, and in which she sav- 
ingly believed. 

She was born in the year 1780, and from 
a child was remarkable for her frail and deli- 
cate constitution, as well as for the sweetness 
of her disposition, and the suavity of her 
manners. 

Educated under the watchful eye of her 
mother, (her father having died when she was 
but three months old,) though she departed 
from the straight and narrow path, to parti- 
cipate in some of the vanities and frivolities 
too incident to youth and gay society; yet, 
she appears even then to have felt, and in 
some measure to have given heed to the con- 
victing and restraining influence of that 
grace and good spirit, which was secretly at 
work in her heart; and early to have come 
to see the emptiness and deceitfulness' of the 
pleasures and customs of the world. Still, 
however, she struggled on, without a perfect 
willingness being wrought in her, to turn her 
back upon the allurements of the world, and 
to take up her dailygeross as becomes a true 
disciple of a cruci Lord ; when the unex- 
pected death of her beloved mother (who ex- 
pired suddenly while they were alone together) 
broke up all her false rest, cast a thick shade 


her adorning became that which in the sight 
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covenanicd with thee, O Lord, that if thou 
wouldst be pleased to give me food and rai- 
ment, I would follow thee whithersoever thou 
wouldst lead me. My spirit was tenderly 
bowed, when I reflected upon thy many 
slighted favours, and at the idea of being ar- 
rested by the strong arm of death, and sum- 
moned to appear at the dread tribunal, to hear 
the Judge pronounce the awful sentence, 
* Depart from me, I know you not.’ No lan- 
guage can express the horror that seized my 
mind, at the thought of being for ever ex- 
cluded from my Maker, Preserver, and Re- 
deemer. It was then I saw myself a poor 
guilty creature, hastening to a never ending 
eternity. It was here I found the efficacy of 
being enabled to apply to the Physician of 
value. And blessed for ever be his power : 
for none save Him alone, who inhabits eter- 
nity, could have given me strength to pros- 
trate my soul before him, and say, O Lord, 
if a sacrifice of my gay attire will be accept- 
ed, I will freely make it. It was then my 
chains were loosened, and the Egyptian bond- 
age broken. My tears flowed incessantly ; 
they were tears of joy, for I had found him 
whom my soul loved; he led me to his ban- 
queting house, and his banner over me was 
love. Oh! what a signal favour, to obtain 
what I had so long sought for. From the 
depths, I had often cried in the silent watches 
of the night, for mercy, mercy, ere my re- 
demption had drawn nigh ; and I had felt the 
secret influence of grace, and the drawing 
cords of his love, often to lead me into re- 
tirement; to commune with my own heart 
and be still. Ah, what are all the gratifica- 
tions of this vain fleeting world, compared to 
the feelings of those who have overcome the 
world! Flow consoling, through faith to ex- 
perience the operations of His spirit upon the 
mind ; ‘ being justified by faith, we have peace 


of God is of great price, even the ornament) with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 


of a meek and quiet spirit. 

The following extracts from a manuscript, 
found among her papers after her decease, 
appear to be descriptive of her feelings, about 
the time she altered her dress and became 
plain. It probably was written a short time 
after that event. 

“This was a day of tender visitation to 
my poor tossed mind, and may it never be 
remembered by me, but with feelings of 
humble, reverential awe. I was often led to 
contemplate, what progress I was making 
Zionward, or what return I was making for 
the unmerited blessings so bountifully bestow- 
ed upon me: and as my feeble cries ascended 
to thy throne, most Holy Father! thou didst 
cast on me a look of benign mercy, which 
caused me to hope, and cry mightily to thee. 
Thou didst in an admirable manner listen to 
my pleadings, and incline thy gracious ear to 
me: and in a pardoning voice thou seemed to 
say to my contrite soul, ‘ thy sins are forgiven 
thee ;’ ‘this day hath salvation come to thy 
house.’ Oh, most gracious Father! may 
this divine visitation never be effaced from 
my memory ; may thy tender dealings with 
me at this time excite me to press forward 
through every difficulty; and may I often 
revert to the day of my espousals, when I 


continued in fervent supplication, until the 
day dawned, that my dear Redeemer would 
be pleased to keep me humble and submissive 
to his holy will. ‘ Weeping may endure for 
a night, but joy cometh in the morning.’ I 
arose in the morning refreshed, but not with 
sleep: I had wrestled and obtained the bless- 
ing of peace, for He never bade the wrestling 
seed of Jacob seek his face in vain. I had 
a sympathising interview with my dear 
She strengthened and comforted me in my 
resolution, and wished she could make the 
same surrender. I can acknowledge with 
David, ‘ Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and 
girded me with gladness; to the end that my 
| glory may sing praises to thee, and not be 
| silent.’ 

| Language is inadequate to describe the 
| sweet peace that possessed my mind in this 
simple act of obedience. Here let me set my 
seal, that the Lord is a rich rewarder to all 
| who seek to serve him in true humility. And 
as faithfulness is abode in, he will carry on 
the work he has graciously begun. As will- 
| ingness on my part is necessary for the com- 
pletion of the work in me, Oh! be pleased, 
thou precious Lamb, to intercede for me at 
thy Father’s throne; that he may supply me 


1 retired to bed, but not to sleep, and there 
| 
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with sufficient grace to perform his holy will ; 
for I am™ truly sensible that of myself I can 
do no good thing.—‘ Keep me in the way I 
should go, for thou hast been pleased to anoint 
my eyes with the eyesalve of thy kingdom ;| 
and caused the dark shades of night to be 





dispelled, and the day to dawn. Oh, may the 
morning, in thy appointed time, when thou | 
hast accomplished thy design in me, arise | 
without a cloud: and if consistent with thy 
divine will, when the silver cord is about to | 
be broken, oh, be thou near me, and cause 
my evening sun to set in clearness, that [| 
may behold thy face, and sin no more.’” =| 

As has been before observed, her constitu- | 
tion was a very frail one, and she became | 
subject to an affection of the head, attended | 
with severe pain and sickness, which fre- 
quently confined her to her chamber. She) 
was, however, when able, a diligent attender | 
at her meeting ; often going there, when she | 
would not venture out to other places. 

Her tender and affectionate feelings render- 
ed her peculiarly calculated to sympathise | 
with and console those in distress, whether | 
from sickness or poverty; and when her 
health would admit, much of her time was | 
spent in visiting and assisting such ; taking | 
care, however, that her alms should not be 
done before men, to be seen of them. But 
as she was obliged to pass much time in her 
chamber, she was anxious it should be em- 
ployed beneficially to others, as well as pro- 
fitably to herself; much of it, therefore, was 
occupied in having garments made, to be dis- 
tributed umong those whom she might, at some 
future time, find in want. 

The frequent recurrence of the attacks of | 
disease in the head, after some time affected | 
her sight, so that for a while it appeared pro- 
bable that she would be deprived of that most 
valuable sense. The anticipation of so great 





an affliction called forth no repining or mur-| pressed, that if it should be the Lord’s will 
muring; and ina letter to a friend, written|to take her then, she should, through the 
when she had somewhat improved, she says,| mercy of her crucified and risen Saviour, be 
“I thought speedily to have answered it [a| permitted to enter that city, not one of whose 


in which serious things are too often intro- 
duced and discussed in mixed companies. 

In a letter to a young friend under much 
religious exercise, she says: ‘A caution 
arises in my mind to thee, to ponder these 
things in thy mind, as Mary did when the 
angel announced the heavenly birth, the pro- 
mised Saviour. It is in retirement and medi- 
tation, we become acquainted with our own 
hearts. A beautiful illustration is to be found 
in Canticles, ‘ if thou know not, O thou fairest 
of women, go thy way forth by the footsteps 
of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the 
shepherd’s tents ;’ nurse those young desires 
in retirement. And we also have our blessed 
Master for example ; when healing virtue was 
administered, accompanying it by saying, 
‘ see thou tell no man.’ Now, what I would 
infer to thee, my love, is, to keep thy reli- 
gious experiences to thyself, unless in com- 
pany with nursing mothers in the church. 
Thy feeble state [of health] may be a means 
of advancing thee in this most important 
work of thy soul’s redemption, weaning thee 
from things which perish with the using, 
leading thee along in the path of self-denial ; 
and my design in writing is, to strengthen 
thee to press through the crowd of hindering 
things, that thou mayst be favoured to lay 
hold of the hem of His garment, and by yield- 
ing obedience become a vessel of honour in 
his house.” 

In the winter of 1836-7, she was taken ill, 
and reduced so low, that very little, if any 
expectation was entertained of her recovery. 


She herself believed that the time had come, 


when she should be called to give an account 
of her stewardship. 
course of this sickness, though reduced very 
low in body, her mind was mercifully pre- 
served in peaceful, calm resignation to the 
Divine will; and her belief was often ex- 


letter received], but my eyes have been so/ inhabitants can say I am sick. 


weak, that I could not use them. I have! 


But contrary to all probability she slowly 
fervently craved that I may improve by this| recovered, so as to be able once more to be 
affliction, and that my spiritual eyes may be | about the house, and once or twice ventured 
directed to the source and centre of all good, | out to meeting. She, however, had not re- 
—that I may be favoured from day to day toj gained her accustomed strength, when the 
apply to the ever-flowing fountain, to suppli- | warm weather commenced ; and in the seventh 
cate for grace, sufficient to enable me to be| month of 1837, she went into the country, 
resigned, should it be the will of my heavenly | accompanied by her sister, for the purpose of 
Father to deprive me of the organs of sight. | recruiting her health, at the house of a dear 
May no murmuring thoughts escape from me, | Friend, where they had been accustomed for 


for surely my heart ought to be filled with| many years to spend part of the summer. 


gratitude, and my mouth with praises to Him 


on me.” 


Having taken cold a day or two after her 
who hath bestowed such countless blessings | arrival, she was seized with achill ; and fever 
coming on, accompanied with severe pain in 
Though anxious to have her mind fixed | the chest, and difficulty of breathing, she was 
upon things above, and desirous to promote | at once confined to her bed. 
the cause of truth by encouraging others in!the disease rapidly increased, and she was 
their efforts to serve Him whom her sou! |soon so much reduced, that it appeared likely 
loved ; yet was it more by example than pre-|to terminate life in a few days. 
cept: and having experienced that true reli-| was a severe trial to be absent from home at 
on is a very serious thing, to be felt and|such a time, and her anxiety was great on 
nown only in the secret of the heart, she|account of her dear and only sister, from 
was very careful not to make it the theme of} whom she had never been separated more 
common conversation; and often expressed|than a few weeks; yet she checrfully ac- 
her deep regret at the light, flippant manner | quiesced in this dispensation of Providence, 


Through the whole | 


The violence of 


Though it 





and observed that all things were ordered 
aright and for the best by her Divine Master; 
and that if it was his will she should die there, 
she believed he would make it easy for her 
sister to give her up. 

The disorder being checked, her strength a 
little increased, and her physician being de- 
sirous she should be removed to the city, she 
was brought in ona bed. Inthe morning, 
before starting, she had an affecting and so- 
lemn interview with the members of the fa- 
mily, several of whom were young in years. 
She endeavoured to impress upon them the 
necessity of living a life of holiness ; entreat- 
ing them “to remember their Holy Redeemer, 
what a sacrifice he had made for them, and 
that nothing was too near or too dear to be 
parted with for his sake ; to love retirement; 
and assuring them that if they were faithful! 
to their Saviour, he would indeed keep them 
in the day of trial. 

She expressed her deep gratitude and thank- 
fulness to her heavenly Father, at being 
permitted once more to return to her own 
chamber, and evidently from her serious 
manner, and reverend frame of mind, was 
anticipating the event which awaited her. 
On the morning of the fifth of the tenth 
month, on awakening from sleep and being 
asked how she was, she replied, better; 
and then with an animated countenance ex- 
claimed, “ Oh, the light, the light, the inef- 
fable light; my Father, my Saviour, my 
God! Ah, this is life, peace, and assurance 
for ever.” And throughout the course of the 
day, she repeatedly said, “ How wonderful 
that poor unworthy J, should be so peaceful, 
so unspeakably happy ; my Saviour, my pre- 
cious Saviour, is very near.” 

To her physician she said, on the morning 
of the sixth, “I have no pain, but am very 
weak. Dost thou not think it is the approach 
of death? I have prayed, oh, how earnestly 
have I prayed, that it might come ; but I do 
desire to be patient. Oh! nothing will do at 
such a time as this, but a firm belief, a full 
belief, in the dear Saviour. Oh! how pre- 
cious a thing it is to feel him near to support 
me. He does support me. The world has 
long been receding from me, and through 
mercy I have been very much weaned from 
it, and brought to love my dear Saviour more 
and more.” 

7th. Upon being offered something which 
had been prepared for her, she remarked, 
“So much is prescribed, and so many good 
things prepared for me, that I fear they will 
keep me here too long: how many, better 
than 1, have no such comforts ; Oh, remem- 
ber the poor, the sick poor.” 

On the 9th inst., in an impressive and per- 
suasive manner, she entered into conversation 
with her sister, relative to the approaching 
dissolution of their long fostered connection, 
earnestly desiring they might both be resign- 
ed, and spoke of some instances she had 
heard of, wherein beloveds having been called 
for, and individuals not.giving up to their 
Lord’s will, it had caused them great trial of 
faith and patience in after time; and then 
added, that, for some months past, she had had 
little pleasure in earthly things. Seeing her 
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sister much affected, she said, “ We have a| Lamb, are before the throne of God, and 
most merciful High Priest, touched with aj|serve him day and night in his temple. 


feeling of all our infirmities ; he will, I be- 
lieve he has forgiven:” and recommended 
prayer to God, and a firm belief in his pro- 


er In the early numbers of “The Friend” 

Throughout the whole course of the 10th, | wij) be found a history of the interesting co- 
she was almost constantly employed in ejacu- | tony established in this island. The following 
lating praises, and thanksgiving to her mer-| extract from the -journal of a voyage round 


ciful Redeemer, frequently saying, “ praise | the globe, by F. D. Bennett, contained in the 
to God, praise toGod.” In the evening, she| seyenth volume of the Journal 


said to a young woman, who was assisting to 
make her comfortable for the night, “ how 
much I am obliged to thee for thy many kind 
attentions to me;” then taking her in her 
arms, continued, “ we are all fast approach- 
ing that blessed city, I, in particular, where 
the faithful followers of the Lamb will meet 
around his throne. Oh! I do love thee, be- 
cause thou lovest our dear Saviour.” 






For “The Friend.” 
PITCAIRN’S ISLAND. 









Geographical Society of London, conveys the 
latest accounts we have secn of the Islanders, 
and will be read with lively interest by all 
who have become acquainted with the history 
and fortunes of this singular people. 
B. R. 8. 

Daylight, on the 7th March, 1834, dis- 
closed the dark and elevated form of “ Pit- 

On the morning of the 11th, she broke| cairn’s Island,” directly ahead, bearing west 
forth, “ Love to God, love to God, peace on| half south by compass, and presenting moun- 
earth, good will to men; oh, my mouth is/tain land of limited extent. The northern 
full of praises, and should be all the day | side, on which the settlement is placed, offers 
long.” A friend saying to her, “ Thou|a very picturesque appearance ; rising from 
seemst to dwell in love, making good the | the sea as a steep amphitheatre luxuriantly 
declaration, *‘ God is love, and they that dwell | wooded to its summit, and bounded laterally 


in him, dwell in love” she replied, “ Yes,| by precipitous cliffs, and naked rocks of rag- 


oh yes: and what mercy that such a poor| ged and fantastic forms. The simple habita- | 


unworthy creature as [ am, should feel as I | tions of the islanders are scattered over this 
now do; favoured with such a hope, that! wooded declivity, and half concealed by abun- 
there is a mansion prepared for me in the|dant verdure. ‘The coast is abrupt, rocky, 


of the Royal | 


volcanic structure of the island precludes the 
formation of wells. Hence, the inhabitants 
depend upon rain water, received in excava- 
tions or tanks. It is not, however, until rain 
has been absent seven or eight months, that 
any inconvenience is experienced from defi- 
ciency of water. The disastrous emigration 
of the Pitcairn islanders to Tahiti, and their 
subsequent return to their native land, is well 
known. At the time of our visit, nearly two 
years had elapsed since their return, and the 
people had in a great measure resumed their 
systematic and simple habits, and the lands 
| their cultivated state ; but the injurious effect 


|of a more enlarged intercourse with the world 


was yet evident in the restless and dissatisfied 
state of many amongst them, and a licen- 
tiousness of discourse, which | cannot believe 
belonged to their former condition. I lament 
to say, we found them in a very unsettled and 
uncomfortable state, and divided into two fac- 
tions opposed to each other with a rancour 
little short of open warfare. The particulars 
of the discord it would be tedious to recount, 
but its origin appeared due to the recent arri- 
val of an elderly person, named Hill, who 
| had appointed himself their teacher, gover- 
nor, &c., and had formed a legislative body, 
composed of some few of the more powerful 
inhabitants; but to which the mass of the 
population was much opposed. The great 
wish was, that a British ship of war should 





kingdom of Heaven. Iam happy now, while| beaten by a heavy surf, and at most parts 
joy unspeakable and full of glory awaits me.” | inaccessible ; some coral débris are found on 
Upon its being remarked that she appeared to| the shores and small coves, but no distinct 
suffer much, but that it was only the body ;| reefs obtain. At the period of our visit, the 
she said, “Yes, only the poor, body, all is | population of this island consisted of eighty 
peace, sweet peace within.” She continued persons, the majority of whom were children, 
to grow weaker throughout the whole course | and the proportion of females greater than 
of the day, and the difficulty and pain of|that of males. With the exception of the 
swallowing was so great, that she was unable | offspring of three Englishmen resident on the 
to take any thing but a little drink occasion-| island, and married to native women, the en- 
ally by the tea-spoon. On awakening from a| tire race are the issue of the mutineers of the 
short sleep, she called out, Oh! my Saviour, | Bounty, whose surnames they bear, and from 


my Saviour, and then said, she had had a little| whom they have not as yet descended beyond | 


glimpse of the pearl gate, and sweet spirits | the third generation. These islanders are a 
ready to convey her happy spirit home. ‘To-| fine and robust people ; but are far from pos- 
ward the middle of the night, she sunk so} sessing handsome features. They are high 
low, that those who were watching with her, | spirited and intelligent, and speak both the 
thought she was about departing, and one} ‘Tahitian and English language fluently. In 
remarking that she seemed not very far from) intellect and habits, they form an interesting 
the end of her journey, the heavenly Jerusa- | link between the civilised European, and un- 
lem, where the Lamb which is in the midst | sophisticated Polynesian nations. Their food 
of the throne would feed her, and lead her| is chiefly vegetable. Yams, which are abun- 
unto living fountains of waters; she opened |dantly produced, and of excellent quality, 
her eyes, and with a sweet voice soid, “ Oh!| form the principal support of the people, and 
yes, and why don’t you say, farewell.” She) next to these, the mountain tavo root, (arum 
again revived a little; and in the morning|costatum,) for the cultivation of which the 
observed, “I was a little disappointed last | dry and elevated character of the lund is so 
night, I thought I should have gone to my} well adapted. Cocoa-nuts, bananas, and 
Saviour, but the poor body was not quite| pumpkins, afford additional articles of diet ; 
ready. I desire to be patient, O God, to thy | but the breadfruit tree yields a scanty crop, 
will.” She continued growing weaker and | and of indifferent fruit. Swine, goats, do- 
weaker throughout the morning, but so long mestic fowls, and the fish around the coast, 
as her voice was audible, it was employed in| afford the natives an occasional indulgence in 
praising her Maker; and about three o’clock,| animal food. Disease is rare among these 
her redeemed and purified spirit was released | islanders, and pepe or elephantiasis, so pre- 
from its tabernacle of clay ; to be joined, we| valent amongst the Polynesian islands, is here 
doubt not, to that innumerable company, | unknown. 

which, having come out of much tribulation,; A comparative scarcity of water exists, 
and washed their robes in the blood of the| since there are no natural streams, and the 











arrive and settle their disputes. Two only of 
the original settlers from the Bounty existed 
in the island at our visit, and those were 
the aged Tahitian females, Isabella Christian, 
fon widow of the notorious Fletcher Chris- 
}tian, and Susan Christian, his son’s widow. 
But we were shown various books, and other 
articles which had belonged to the Bounty. 
There can be little doubt on the subject 
| chat Pitcairn’s island has had inhabitants 
previous to its occupation by the people of 
the Bounty, since numerous remains of abori- 
gines have been found by the present inhabit- 
ants whilst cultivating the ground; indeed, 
the fact may be considered confirmed by the 
| recent discovery of human skeletons inhumed 
in the soil, resting side by side, and the head 
| of each reposing on a pearl shell. This last 
circumstance casts a yet greater mystery 
over the history of these aborigines, since 
the pearl shell, though found in the adjacent 
| islands, has never been met with in the waters 
around Pitcairn’s island. To Hannah Young, 
the youngest daughter of John Adams, I am 
indebted for the possession of two stone 
adzes, supposed to have belonged to this an- 
cient race, and which were found embedded 
lie the earth. They are neatly fashioned in 
ithe ordinary Polynesian form of such utensils, 
| are composed of a black basalt highly polished, 
'and bear an appearance of great antiquity. It 
lis difficult to account for the apparent extinc- 
tion of an original race upon a spot so replete 
with every essential for the support of human 
existence, and we are led to the hypothesis, 
that, either one of the epidemic diseases that 
occasionally scourge the islands of the Pacific, 
had destroyed the inhabitants to the last man, 
or that the original occupants were merely a 
few male natives of other lands, cast upon 
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this when distressed, during one of the 
adventurous voyages so usually undertaken 
in their open canoes. The position of the 
village on -Pitcairn’s island was fixed by 
Captain Beechy, R. N., who surveyed the 
island in 1826, in latitude 25° 2’ 37” south, 
longitude 130° 8’ 23” west of Greenwich. 
After obtaining ample supplies of live stock 
and vegetables, in return for some useful 
manufactures of Europe, we left the island, 
accompanied by three Englishmen who had 
resided on Piteairn’s island many years since, 
but who had suffered so much _, 
during the late discords which had unhappily 
prevailed, that they were glad to avail them- 
selves of a passage to Tahiti, until they could 
return to their wives and families at Pitcairn’s 
island under competent protection. 


For “ The Friend.” 
FIRST-DAY SCHOOLS. 

Having recently noticed in “ ‘The Friend,” 
that the subject of “ Scriptural instruction by 
means of first-day schools is claiming the at- 
tention of Friends in various parts of the 
country,” the writer of this essay is induced 
to notice one that has existed for several 
years near Chester, Pennsylvania, for the 
“‘Jiterary instruction” of the children of the 
neighbourhood. ‘There are a considerable 
number of labouring men employed in the stone 
quarries and manufactories in the vicinity, the 
education of whose children was much neglect- 
ed, both in a moral and literary point of view. 
It was believed that much useful instruction 
might be imparted to the children, and the 
demoralising effects of their associating for 
idle sports be in a degree prevented, by esta- 
blishing a school, which induced several 
young Friends of both sexes, in the year 
1832, to associate, and open one in Friends’ 
school house, on first day afternoons; which 
has been continued under their care about 
eight months in each year ever since. Dur- 
ing one season there were about eighty scho- 
lars belonging to the school, but since the 
commencement of the public schools the 
have diminished about one half. The child- 
ren are taught their alphabet, spelling and 
reading, and recite portions of Scripture 
which they have committed to memory. The 
receive premiums, consisting of small interest- 
ing books, for their attendance, industry, and 
good behaviour, and a number of Testaments 
have been given to the most deserving, some 
of whose parents were entirely destitute of a 
copy. Those that can read are loaned books 
from the library belonging to the school, con- 
sisting of nearly two hundred volumes, which 
are suited to the capacities of children, and 
are mostly of a religious character. It is 
interesting to observe the animation with 


which they come forward to select the books | 


of their choice, and to learn that many of 
them are read to their parents at home who 
cannot read themselves, and who generally 
have evinced a considerable interest in the 
school. It is closed with reading a portion 
of Scripture, Youthful Piety, or some other 


the encouragement of others who have it in 
contemplation to establish similar institutions, 
that it 1s followed with its reward. 


CIRCULAR, 


To Agents and Subscribers to the “ Friends’ 
Library.” 

The undersigned having undertaken the 
general agency of “ Friends’ Library,” re- 
spectfully requests that agents for that work 
will state explicitly, not only what number of 
copies they are responsible for, but to whom 
they are severally directed, and to what place, 
and by what conveyance ; and when sent by 
mail, the name of the post office should be 
designated, together with the county and state, 
unless the town or city is of sufficient note to 
render those particulars unnecessary. But it 
is desirable not to have the address uselessly 
encumbered with the name of townships, and 
other small divisions, which leads to confusion 
by their being sometimes given and some- 
times omitted by correspondents. Where 
there are several subscribers to the Library 
in the same neighbourhood, and the same 
| post office will be convenient for all; it is de- 
|sirable to know it, as they carry so much 
|better when four or more numbers are en- 
closed in one envelope. I would respectfully 
remind our subscribers also, that where they 
have not notified us of their intention to with- 
draw their subscription, in time to prevent 
our sending any part of the new volume, it is 
| but reasonable that they should continue to 
the end of the volume so commenced. Con- 
trary to this reasonable expectation, notwith- 
standing the first number of the second volume 
was withheld, so as to allow ample time for 
information to be given of all changes, several 
| copies of that number have been returned by 
| mail and otherwise ; some so much abused as 
|to render them unfit to hand out to others; 
jand those returned by mail, charged to us 
| with double postage. In one instance of the 


' 


\latter description, the name had been for- 
| warded by the ayent for the second volume. 
| It is presumed that these inconveniences have 
| been caused by want of consideration; and 
we therefore hope that these well-meant hints 
will be received and acted upon by our friends 
and correspondents, agreeably to our wish. 
I may take this opportunity to inform the 
subscribers to the “ Friends’ Library,” re- 
siding in this city and vicinity, that by send- 
ing their volumes to this office, directed to 
me, they can have them neatly and substan- 
tially bound, at the prices mentioned on the 
covers, or at a reasonable rate for any other 
description of binding. 
Respectfully, 
Geo. W. Taytor, Agent, 
No. 50, North Fourth street, up stairs. 
2d mo. 1838. 





THE FRIEND. 
SECOND MONTH, 10, 1838. 


We received a letter this week, from a 


suitable book, after which a season of silence | subscriber in Farmington, Oakland county, 
ensues, which is often experienced to be a Michigan, in which the writer says: “I ob- 
comfortable one. The teachers can say, for|serve in No. 25, Vol. 10, the praiseworthy 


efforts making by female members of our So- 
ciety, in behalf of coloured orphans. Please 
hand two dollars to Mary Bacon, the treasu- 
rer of said association. And tell them, they 
have friends to the cause in the woods of 
Michigan, who have strong desires to see the 
state and condition of the African descent im- 
proved, and they restored to their long ne- 
glected rights and immunities in the human 
family; although our ability to contribute is 
but little.” 

It is a matter that affords much satisfaction 
to be the channel of conveyance of this dona- 
tion, from so distant a place, to an institution, 
which has such strong claims to notice from 
the charitable and benevolent every where. 
And we embrace the opportunity to remind 
our readers, that “the Association for the 
care of Coloured Orphans,” is employing all 
the means at their command, to rear up the 
objects in their charge, and extend its benefits 
as far as practicable; in doing so, they have 
erected a plain, substantial, and commodious 
building, in Thirteenth, near Callowhill street, 
which is nearly fit for habitation, and although 
many liberal donations have been made to- 
wards its completion, yet the amount falls 
short, and the society have been obliged to 
incur a debt, to enable them to pay the claims 
against it. It would be a gratification to us 
to be the instruments of encouraging, or con- 
veying donations in aid of an object, so bene- 
volent and disinterested, as that undertaken 
by this institution. 

The obvious utility of the work contem- 
plated, it is hoped will induce Friends to re- 
spond with promptitude to the following 

CIRCULAR. 

The inconvenience felt by travelling Friends 
for want of certain information being at hand, 
of the times and places of holding meetings 
within our Yearl¥ Meeting, has induced a few 
Friends to undertake the compilation of a work 
accompanied by a map, intended to supply the 
deficiency alluded to; and a Friend having 
offered to become the publisher, on condition 
of being assured of two hundred and fifty 
subscribers, at seventy-five cents per copy, it 
becomes desirable to ascertain as soon as prac- 
ticable, what number can be disposed of ; and 
as it appears that Preparative Meetings would 
be particularly benefited by having in posses- 
sion the information it contains, it is proposed 
that their subscription be asked thereto, for 
such number of copies as they may judge 
proper. ‘The subscription papers may be re- 
turned to Nathan Kite, No. 50, North Fourth 
street, as soon as possible, as it is very desi- 
rable to have the work issued by the ap- 
proaching Yearly Meeting. 


Diep, on fourth day afternoon, Anna Wess, daugh- 
ter of John Webb, in the 64th year of her age. 

Her friends are invited to attend her funeral from 
the residence of her brother Samuel Webb, No. 307, 
Mulberry street, on first day, to meet at one o'clock 
P.M. 

—— on the 8th ult. Hannan Horxins, a member 
and elder of Haddonfield Monthly Meeting, in the 
74th year of her age. 
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